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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

• - 

for  1952 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  Councillor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1952. 

This  has  been  a healthier  year,  especially  for  the  older 
people:  cancer  and  the  stress  diseases  of  heart  and  brain  are 
about  the  same  numbers  as  for  1951,  but  appreciably  fewer 
deaths  from  the  acute  respiratory  conditions  (influenza, 
pneumonia,  bronchitis).  There  were  no  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

Birth  Rate  has  risen  from  13.70  to  15.08  per  thousand 
population;  and  Death  Rate  fallen  from  19.24  to  16.62  per 
thousand. 

There  was  no  epidemic  infection  this  year;  but  in 
January,  Februar}’  and  March  there  were  11  cases  of 
Dysentery  and  7 of  suspected  Food  Poisoning,  14  families 
being  affected  with  ages  of  individuals  ranging  from  2 to  71 
years.  All  were  mild  cases  of  a few  days'  duration;  no  car- 
riers were  found. 

Statistical  figures  are  often  uninteresting,  but  it  is  hoped 
and  felt  that  the  notes  which  have  been  given  in  this  report 
may  prove  of  value. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General's  figures. 

1. 


Area  in  acres 

• > • 

1925 

Population — census  1931  (April) 

. . 

. . . 

6707 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  resident 

population 

1951  

• * 

6131 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  resident 

population 

•1952  

. . 

• . . 

5834 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1951  ... 

• • • 

1768 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1952  ... 

1763 

Rateable  value  ... 

• t • 

£53,112 

Sum  represented  by, Id.  rate  ... 

... 

... 

£214 

2. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the 

year 

Total 

Male  F'male 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

99 

46 

53 

Legitimate 

95 

45 

50 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Still  Births 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  esti- 

mated resident  population 

15.08 

Comparability  Factor 

1.15 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  • ... 

17.34 

Total 

Male  F’male 

Deaths 

97 

58 

39 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident 

population 

16.62 

Comparability  Factor 

0.84 

StandardLsed  Death  Rate 

13.96 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of 

pregnancy  and  child-birth : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

Total 

Male  F’male 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

2 

2 

0 

Legitimate  ...  ...  

2 

2 

0 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

2 

2 

0 

Legitimate  ...  ...  

2 

2 

0 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1000  live  births 

20.02 

2 


Causes  of  Death  during  1952 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

Diptheria 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Mcning-coccal  infections  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

jMeasles  ...  ...  

Other  inf.  and  parasitic  dis. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

, , , , breast 

,,  ,,  uterus 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  

All  other  accidents  - 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

4 
2 

12 

0 

r 

19 

13 

0 

8 

12 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

3 

1 

0 


Male  F’male 
1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 2 

2 1 

0 4 

0 2 

3 9 

0 0 

0 1 

7 12 

10  3 

’ 0 0 

3 5 

3 9 

0 0 

0 2 

2 1 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 

2 1 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

3 3 

0^  0 

0 3 

1 0 

0 0 


All  causes 


Total  97  39  58 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
Full  details  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  are  given  -in 
the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 

Samples  taken  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  arc  examiner! 
and  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  Exeter. 

Periodic  sampling  for  presence  of  Tubercle  infection  was 
continued  throughout  the  year. 


Ice  Cream 


Examination  of  samples  by  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Service  at  Exeter  has  continued.  Ice  Cream  is  graded 
as  follows:  — 

Provisional  ' ' Time  taken  to  reduce  Interpretation 


Gi'ade 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


Methylene  Blue 
4.1  hours  or  more 
2i  to  4 hours 
I to  2 hours 
0 


Satisfactoiy 
F'air 

Unsatisfactory 
Very  Bad 

Your  Officers  investigate  and  advise  in  all  cases  where 
satisfactory  results  arc  not  .obtained.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  chemical  and  bacteriological  testing  of  ice  cream  remains 
yet  on  trial  in  a scientific  sense  and  has  not  reached  that 
.stage  of  being  able  to  be  used  in  taking  of  statutoiy  action. 


Meat 

It  is  still  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  percentage  of 
tuberculosis  meat  found  upon  meat  inspection  at  the  Abattoir 
continues  to  decline.  The  procedure  always  adopted  as  a 
safeguard  against  tuberculosis  infecting  milk  supply  is  de- 
tailed by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  notes  upon  Meat  In- 
spection. In  the  past  prompt  steps  have  been  taken  to  ensure 
that  any  such  suspe'''^ed  milk,  raw  and  untreated,  will,  with- 
out delay,  cease  to  be  disffiibuted  in  the  borough. 

Water  Supplies 

Supply  has  been  adequate.  Chlorination  has  been  con- 
tinued at  the  main  source  as  a final  treatment  after  filtration. 
By  maintaining  a relatively  high  dosage  of  chlorine,  the  Water 
Engineer  has  continued  to  obtain  a final  satisfactory’  drinking 
luater,  and  1 am  indebted  to  him  for  copies  of  the  bacterio- 
logical reports  from  samples  which  he  has  taken  monthly. 
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There  are  46  properties  scattered  about  the  Borough 
which  get  their  supply  of  water  from  private  sources.  The 
majority  of  these  sources  of  supply  are  from  springs  or  shal- 
low wells  situated  invariably  on  agricultural  land  and  are, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  unfiltered  and  unchlorinated. 
Numerous  samples  taken  throughout  the  year  have  revealed 
very  little  evidence  of  bacterial  contamination,  except  as  a 
temporary  seasonal  occurrence  as  a result  of  certain  stales 
of  ground  and  weather:  the  danger  of  contamination  can 
never  be  put  complacently  out  of  mind  in  such  conditions  and 
from  these  sources. 

Housing 

Housing  details  and  visits  made  are  noted  in  the  report 
b\^  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Additional  visits  have  been  made 
by  me  in  connection  with  applications  for  rehousing  recom- 
mended upon  medical  grounds  by  certificates  from  general 
medical  practitioners.  Visits  have  also  been  paid  to  see  Aged 
People  and  inspect  their  housing  conditions  in  connection 
with  your  statutory  duties  under  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Pulmonaiy  Tuberculosis  notified. 
There  were  43  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DICK,  M.D.,  CII.B.,  D.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  1 nspector 


To  The  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 


Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  Councillor  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  1952. 

SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

!.■ — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  Act 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  595 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  the 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  71 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
OF  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  73 

6 


3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings,  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  seiwed  requesting  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
Notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

•which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(cl)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  th'e  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  2 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  VI.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  0 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  j^ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur- 

ing the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  6 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  once  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 

the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  0 

COMPLAINTS 

155  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 

181  Houses  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts. 

Abridged  Summ.ary  of  Work  Compi.eted  and 
Inspected 

Roofs  

External  Walls 
Internal  Plastering  ... 

Ceilings 

Floors  

Windows 
Fireplaces 
Doors 
Chimneys 

Premise.s  cleansed  ... 

Bins  provided 


Drainage 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Tests  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Gullies  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Rainwater  pipes  and  gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Water  closets  provided,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  9 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ‘ ...  6 

New  drains  laid  (excluding  new  properties)  ...  ...  21 

Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  14 


26 

21 

15 

8 

15 

10 

6 

5 

7 

20 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  five  dairies  registered  in  the  Borough.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  two  of  these  were  equipped  with  holder 
type  pasteurising  plants,  during  the  year,  however,  one  has 
gone  out  of  use  and  the  dairy  concerned  now  gets  its  supply 
from  establishments  outside  the  town.  The  remaining  pas- 
teurising plant  has  worked  well  and  has  shcewn  satisfactory 
results.  The  largest  proportion  of  milk  now  sold  in  the  town 
is  either  pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested.  Frequent  sampling 
has  been  continued  and  34  samples  submitted  for  the  tuber- 
culin test  were  all  declared  negative.  Thirty  eight  samples 
were  taken  for  the  methylene  blue  keeping  quality  test,  of 
these  31  passed,  3 failed  and  4 were  spoilt  in  transit  to  the 
laboratory.  Those  which  failed  were  investigated  on  the  farms 
concemed  by  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer.  All  milk 
supplied  to  schools  is  pasteurised  and  samples  taken  were 
found  satisfactoiy. 

(b)  Food  Premises 

During  the  year  504  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
in  the  town.  Copies  of  the  Clean  Food  Byelaws  were  dis- 
tributed and  signed  for  by  all  occupiers.  Notices  for  display 
concerning  the  contrpl  of  dogs  were  also  issued  free  to  ap- 
propriate shops.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  free  issue  of  bye- 
laws and  frequent  advisory  visits  have  resulted,  in  much 
improvement.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  more  than 
20  per  cent  of  the  food  premises  have  had  works  of  improve- 
ment or  decoration  carried  out  during  the  3^ear.  It  has  been 
found  that  more  can  be  done  by  visits  and  advice  than  b\' 
the  serv'ice  of  notices.  Inspections  were  made  as  follows:  — 


Market  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ' ...  ...  71 

Bakehouse  and  Confectioners  73 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  40 

Wet  and  fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  74 

Fruit  and  Grocery  84 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  •••  43 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle  Cows 

Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

excluding 

and 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  ...  752  390  313  4870  298 

Number  inspected  ...  752  390  313  4870  298 


All  Diseases 
EXCEPT  Tuberculosis 


Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  af- 
fected with  disease 
0‘her  than 
Tuberculosis 


3 9 27 

296  197  4 

39.7  52.8  9.9 


45  3 

663  31 


14.5  11.4 


Tubeculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  ...  ...  2 10  — — 3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  jiart  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  35  57  — — 21 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  af- 
fected iwith 

Tuberculosis  ...  4.9  17.1  — — 8.0 


The  weight  of  meat  condemned  amounted  to  '8  tons 
15  cwts.  2 qtrs.  17  lbs.  The  weight  of  offal  condemned 
amounted  to  6 tons  7 cwts.  3 qtrs.  15  lbs. 
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(c)  Meat  Inspection 

All  slaughtering  clone  during  the  ycm'  'vas  confined  to 
the  municipal  abattoir  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
The  two  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  remained  closed. 
The  Dartmouth  Abattoir  supplies  home-killed  meat  for  Dart- 
mouth Borough.  Kingsbridge  U.D.C.  and  R.D.C.,  Salcombe 
U.D.C.,  and  Kingswear.  The  abattoir  has  been  well  main- 
tained during  the  year  and  is  kept  constantly  clean  by  a 
full-time  caretaker.  In  spite  of  the  increased  number 
of  animals  killed,  6,623,  including  362  casualty 
animals  which  often  mean  a special  visit  to  the 
abattoir,  a 100  per  cent  post  mortem  inspection  has  been 
maintained.  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cows  shewed  a 
slight  decline  during  the  3^ear  being  17.1  per  cent  compared 
with  18.13  per  cent  the  previous  year.  In  cattle  there  was 
a slight  increase  being  4.9  per  cent  against  2.53  per  cent.  The 
practice  has  been  continued  of  reporting  all  cases  of 
generalised  and  congenital  tuberculosis  to  the  Animal  Health 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  so  th-it 
investigation  can  be  made  on  the  farms  from  where  the 
affected  animals  were  sent.  Several  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis 
were  discovered  during  the  3'ear.  All  the  infestations  found 
were  slight  and  after  the  part  affected  was  condemned,  car- 
cases were  sent  for  treatment  by  freezing  at  the  Ministry  of 
F'ood’s  cold  storage  depot. 

The  hygienic  transport  of  meat  from  the  abattoir  to  the; 
butchers  has  been  considerably  improved  by  the  provision  of 
a new  vehicle  designed  specially  for  the  purpose.  This  vehicle 
is  lined  throughout  by  stainless  metal  and  is  fitted  with  special 
rails  and  hooks  so  that  all  meat  can  be  hung  clear  of  the  floor 
in  transit  and  in  consequence  reach  the  butcher’s  shop  in  the 
best  possible  condition. 
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OTHER  UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  & DESTROYED 


Imported  Beef  ... 

26 

lbs. 

Tinned  Apricots 

1 

lbs 

Bacon  

6.1 

f } 

Tinned  Soup  ... 

288 

t f 

Pressed  Beef  . . . 

29 

} > 

Tinned  Apple 

Tripe  

56 

f i 

Puree  

10 

} t 

Stowed  Steak  . . . 

16 

Tinned  Apples  ... 

142 

> 

Luncheon  Meat  . 

61 

> » 

Tinned  Plums  ... 

48 

> f 

Ham  and  Veal  .. 

8 

t i 

Tinned  Damsons 

4 

f 

Jellied  Veal 

96 

> f 

Tinned  Carrots  .. 

4'] 

* 

Vienna  Sausages 

2 

> > 

Tinned  Grapes  ... 

1 

f f 

I’ork  Luncheon 

Tinned  Salmon  . 

1 

4 

Meat  

4 

) } 

Tinned  Rock 

Pork  

82 

t i 

Lobster  

} 

Sole  

63 

} } 

Tinned  Oranges 

6i 

f 

Brill  

16 

) 1 

Tinned  Cherries 

35" 

i } 

Tinned  Peas 

18 

» > 

Tinned  Evap. 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

15 

f • 

Milk  

6 

i } 

Tinned  Beans  ... 

9 

* f 

Tinned  Spaghetti 

2 

i } 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Foods  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  were  as  follows:  — 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  Genuine 


Beef  Sausage 
Milk  (19  samples) 
Milk  (1  sample) 
Milk  (1  sample) 


PASTEURISING 


Genuine 
Genuine 

2%  deficient  in  fat 
7%  deficient  in  fat 
(no  action) 
PLANTS 


Fiftj^-'six  samples  were  submitted  for  the  phosphatase 
test.  Two  of  these  failed. 

ICE  CREAM 


The  following  .samples  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory : — 

Total  Grade  1.  Grade  2.  Grade  :i.  Grade  1.  Spoilt 
Satisfactory  Fair  Unsat’fact’y  Very  bad  in 


transit 


18  13  2 0 0 3 

The  percentage  of  satisfactory  ice  cream  samples  shewed 
a great  improvement  on  previous  years.  This  is  probably  duo 
to  the  fact  that  strict  legislation  has  been  laid  dow'ii  for  the 
manufacture  and  handling  of  the  commodity  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  those  concerned  with  the  manufacture  and 
distribution  have  become  far  more  hygiene  conscious.  Of  the 
17  premises  registered  there  are  only  two  whci'e  the  ice  cream 
is  manufactured.  One  of  these  is  by  the  hot  mix  method  and 
the  other  by  the  complete  cold  mix.  The  remaining  premises 
get  their  supplies  from  manufacturers  outside  the  Borough. 
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Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 
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Total  ...  ...  — -43 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 
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Total 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1952 

Type  of  Property 
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Number  of  infested  properties 
(under  III  and  IV)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority  (Notes  1, 
2 and  3)  


PRE\'ENTIOX  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949— Cont. 
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IX.  Number  of  “block”  control 
schemes  carried  out  


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

One  operator  is  engaged  jointly  between  Dartmouth  and 
Brixham  working  alternate  weeks  for  each  Authority.  The 
rat  population  has  been  considerably  decreased  during  the 
year  and  the  new  poison  Warfarin  has  been  tried  out  with 
gratifying  results.  During  the  year  a specimen  ship’s  rat  was 
sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  to  be  tested  for  plague 
o:'ganisms,  the  result  was  negative. 

Infestations  by  mice  shewed  an  appreciable  increa.se  dur- 
ing the  year  but  were  successfully  dealt  with  after  being 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department.  Unfortunately 
occupiers  often  delay  notifying  until  the  infestation  becomes 
really  serious  and  do  little  to  help  themselves. 

During  the  year  visits  have  been  carried  out  as  follows; 
Agricultural  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Private  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Local  Authority  Refuse  Tip,  Abattoir,  Housing 
Estates,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  379 

Local  Authority  Sewers.  Two  maintenance  treatments 
were  carried  out.  No  sign  of  infestation  was  found. 
Estimated  kill:  Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  500 


Schools 

All  the  water  supplied  to  schools  is  from  the  Town’s 
chlorinated  supply.  ■ 

No  change  has  been  made  to  sanitary  accommodation  at 
any  of  the  schools  during  the  year. 

All  milk  supplied  to  schools  in  the  Borough  is  pasteurised 
and  samples  taken  throughout  the  year  have  proved 
satisfactory. 

The  cooking  centre  for  meals  has  been  well  maintained 
and  a very  creditable  standard  of  cleanliness  has  always  been 
observed  on  inspection. 

DlSINFECXrON 

'I'he  new  current  steam  disinfector  of  60  cubic  feet 
capacity,  has  worked  well.  Fortunately  the  incidence  of  in- 
fectious disease  during  the  year  has  been  very  low  and  the 
disinfector  has  not  been  put  to  a lot  of  use,  only  85  articles 
were  treated. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951 

There  is  only  one  Registered  user  of  Rag,  Flock  and 
other  filling  materials  for  upholsteiy.  Supplies  are  obtained 
from  licensed  manufacturers  outside  the  town.  No  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Periodic,  inspections  havm  been  continued  throughout  the 
year. 

One  exemption  certificate  was  granted  in  respect  of 
lavatory  accommodation  and  one  notice  was  served  for  the 
provision  of  additional  ventilation. 

PRIV.^TE  W.'VTER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  63  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
private  water  supplies  and  40  'samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacterial  examination.  All 
the  private  supplies  are  derived  from  springs  or  shallow  wells 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  are  unfiltered  and  all  are  un- 
chlorinated. It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  varying  degrees 
of  contamination  were  discovered  and  consumers  had  to  be 
advised  from,  time  to  time  to  boil  the  water  for  drinking  and 
domestic  needs. 

PETROLEUM  AND  EXPLOSIVE  ACTS 

One  new  underground  storage  tank  of  1,000  gallons 
capacity  was  installed  during  the  year.  This  installation  was 
inspected  and  subjected  to  an  air  pressure  test  of  81bs,  per 
square  inch  for  a period  of  12  hours  before  a recommendation 
for  a licence  was  made. 

Number  of  licenses  granted  to  store  Petroleum  ...  11 

Number  of  licenses  granted  to  store  Mixed 
Explosives  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

GAME  DEALERS’  LICENSES 

There  were  three  licenses  granted  during  the  year 

authorising  the  dealing  in  game. 

The  lack  of  clerical  assistance  in  the  department  con- 
tinues to  make  Public  Health  administration  difficult  and  I 
am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  his  staff  for  the'r 
help  and  co-operation  which  has  alleviated  to  some  extent 
this  deficiency. 

I am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  E.  HUGHES,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
Meat  and  Foods  Inspector,  Etc, 
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